GANGADIARA KAVI AND HIS WORKS 
By 
V. W. KaramBeELKaR 


Gangadhara Kavi whose works in original were traced for the 
Nagpur University MSS Department was not known to us till the 
other day. But his seventeen works, all original, written in 
beautiful hand writing by his own brother Candrasekhara and 
preserved intact have given us a poet and pandit of the first 
magnitude. This unknown poet flourished and spent the most 
part of his life in Nagpur during the first half of the last century* 
and was fortunate enough to secure the royal patronage of the 
Bhonsle Rajas of Nagpur at the fag end of his career. The account 
of this voluminous and original author who deserves all recogni- 
tion is given below with the help of his works as well as from the 
traditional sources. 


I. Political Back-gronnd. 


The family of Gatigadhara Kavi originally belonged to Mangral* 
a village in the Buldana district of Berar. According to a tradition, 
being hard-pressed by poverty, the three brothers of the family 
viz. Ganega, Vitthala and Mahadeva migrated to Nagpur, then the 
capital of the Bhonsle Rajas, to seek their fortune. This happened 
in about A. D. 1800 to 1815, a period of intense political activities 
at the Court of Nagpur. It was a petiod when Mudhoji Bhonsala, 
popularly known as Appasahib was playing a double game of dip- 
lomacy of fighting and friendship with the English ; the battle of 
Sitabuldi took place in 1817; ‘“ the British flag began to fly over 
the fort”; the treaty of 1818 was signed; Appasahib was now 
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THE MARATHAS AT TRICHINOPOLY : 1741-1743 
By 
K. Rasayyan 


Trichinopoly during the 17th century formed one of the provinces 
of the Vijaya Empire, ‘The Nayaka, a provincial ruling house 
founded by Visvanatha Nayak, administered the territory from their 
capital either at Madurai or at Trichinopoly. With the decline of the 
Vijayanagar Empire, the Nayaks asserted their independence. However, 
as the 17th century drew to an end, Trichinopoly experienced the 
impact of Moghal imperialism in South India, In 1693 Aurangzeb sent 
a formidable army towards Madurai, Zulficar Khan, the commander 
of the Moghal forces, exacted contributions from Mangammal 
(1689-1706 }, the Nayak queen of Trichinopoly and Shahaji (1609-1706 ), 
the Maratha king of Tanjore In the following years the Nawabs of 
the Carnatic pushed forward the pioneering flag of the Moghal, Daud 
Khan, the successor of Zulficar Khan in the Nawabship of Arcot 
reduced both Trichinopoly and Tanjore to the status of vassal states. 
The Moghal Empire too declined, but the Carnatic asserting its 
independence under Sadat ulla Khan, the founder of the Nevayet line 
of Nawabs of Arcot, posed @ serious threat to the very existence of 
the kingdom of ‘'richinopoly, In 1736 Chanda Sahib, ‘the Nevayet 
general, usurped the throne after deposing queen Minaksi, and 
crowned himself the Nawab of Trichinopoly. Concerned at the grow- 
ing power of Chanda Sahib, Safdar Ali, son of Nawab Dost Ali, in a 
bid to retain his leadership among the Nevayets decided to win Tanjore 
for himself. In 1789 he invaded Tanjore, imprisoned Rajah Sayaji 
and enthroned Pratap Singh as his nominee. These developments 
marked the extinction of the Nayak kingdom of Trichinopoly and the 
eclipse of the Maratha principality of Tanjore. 


Events leading to the Maratha Intervention: he extension 
of the Muslim power in the far south naturally set in motion a Hindu 
reaction. Bangaru, a member of the Nayak dynasty and a former 
rival of queen Minaksi and Sayaji, the deposed ruler of Tanjore, 
appeared as its leaders. ‘They appealed to King Sabu, the most 
powerful Hindu ruler of the times, for aid. Mysore, Ramnad, Sivaganga 
and Pudukkottai, the other Hindu powers of South India too called 
upon the Marathas for intervention, offering their co-operation for the 


1 Military Consultations of the Madras Council, 6 May, 1771, vol. 39, pp.382-383, 
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expulsion of the Nevayets from Trichinopoly.? Asaf Jah, the Nizam 
of Hyderabad also induced the Marathas for undertaking an expedition 
tothe far south, Annoyed at the disregard shown by the Nevayets 
to the Nevayets to his authority and their acquisition of territories 
without his approval, but prevented by the political intrigues at Delhi, 
he left it to the Marathas to take the defiant Nawabs of Arcot and 
Trichinopoly to task. In addition to the presence of these overwhelm- 
ing factors in their favour, the Marathas had their own reasons for 
intervention. King Sahu, concerned at the fate of his own relation 
Sayaji, considered the Nevayet intervention in Tanjore as a direct 
violation of the rights of the Marathas. In 1737 he wanted to send 
an army for the defence of Tanjore, but deferred it because of the threat 
of Nadir Shah's invasion of India? In 1720 Peshwa Balaji Vishvanath 
had obtained from Nizam Hussain Ali the right to collect chowth and 
Sardeshmukhi from Arcot and Trichinopoly. The payment of these 
taxes had fallen in arrears, the Marathas now decided to utilise the 
opportunity for collecting them. Further, they cherished an ambition 
to extend their imperial sway right up to Kanyakumari. 


Nevertheless, the positive factor which invited the Maratha 
intervention was the dissension among the Nevayets. The establish- 
ment of an independent kingdom at Trichinopoly by Chanda Sahib and 
the interference in Tanjore by Safdar Ali precipitated a bitter rivalry 
between these chiefs. The old Nawab Dost Ali, after leaving the 
administration of the country to those who struggled for it, devoted 
himself to religion. Still he was not left in peace. Asa result of one 
of the violent conflicts between the two chiefs, the old Nawab was 
forced to flee his capital? This rivalry between the two Nevayet 
factions which appeared as serious as the conflict between the Pandyan 
rulers on the eve of the Afghan invasion needless to assert, was full of 
dangerous consequences for their survival. 


1 According to a report froma spy at Arcot, the Rajah of Mysore offered 
to pay fifty Iakbs of rupees to the Marathas as a price for the restoration of the Hindu 
Government at Trichinopoly, The rulers of Ramoad, 8 and Pudukkottai 
agrood to furnieh 5,000 horses and 40,000 foot to serve with the Maratha forces for the 
overthrow of the Novayets from powor. It was true that theso rulers had their own 
Feasons either because of their sympathy for the Nayaks or because of the 
Nevayet occupation of their own territories—but thore is no reference that they 
Paid the money or sent their forces to the Maratha Camp for the accomplishment of 
the task, (Gulam Mobammad, lettor to Madras Council, received on 13 May 1740, 
Public Country Correspondesce, vol, 1, p. +). 

# Governor, Richard Benyon, August 1739, Public Consultations, vol, 69, 
p. 243, 

a Governor Richard Benyon, n,d. July 1735, Public Consultations, vol. 65, 
p. 147, 
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2. The Maratha Expedition : In May 1740 the Marathas des- 
cended upon the carnatic in full force. ‘Two able generals Raghuji 
Bhonsle and Fateh Singh commanded 40,000 to 50,000 horse, the flower 
of the Maratha army. The sudden appearance of the enemy in such 
formidable strength near Cadappa, when the Nawab was preparing for 
the celebration of a marriage in his family, spread consternation through- 
out the country. Dost Ali sent an urgent message to Safdar Ali who 
was away at Tunjore, for aid. The alarming news reached Chanda 
Sahib while be was about to start from Trichinopoly for attending the 
marriage at Arcot. Before Safdar Ali and Chanda Sahib could mobilise 
their forces for the defence of the country, the old Nawab at the comm- 
and of all the troops at his disposal marched to the north and entrenched 
himself at the mountain passes of Damalcherri near Chandragiri. On 
the 20th of May, the Marathas attacked the lines of the Nawab, slew 
Dost Ali and his son Hasan Ali and routed their forces. The victorious 
army promptly marched on Arcot. This was one of the major victories 
won by the Marathas over the Moslem powers of India during this 
period? 

In the meantime Safdar Ali and Chanda Sahib advanced from 
Tanjore and Trichinopoly respectively to Arcot. On the eve of his 
departure from Tanjore, Safdar Ali, after receiving a present, released 
Sayaji from prison. The Nevayet chief marched up to Arcot but 
disappointed at the fall of the capital before he could reach for its 
reseue, retired to the strong fort of Vellore. Chanda Sahib joined 
Safdar Ali at Vellore and consoled him for the loss of his father. Both 
the chiefs, now forging unity under the stress of sorrow, concerted ways 
and means for the expulsion of the intruders. Perhaps expecting to 
win the support of the French, they proceeded to Pondicherry, but it 
does not appear that they received any, After spending few days at 
the French settlement, the two chiefs left for Jinji. But personal 
rivalry separating them again, Safdar Ali went to the province of 
Arcot while Chanda Sahib returned to Trichinopoly.* 


1 ‘Phe Diaries of Avanda Ranga Pillai, English translation, vol. 1, p. 118. 

2 G,8,Sardoeai in bis ‘New History of the Marathas’ (Bombay: Phoonix 
Publications, 1948 ), vol. 2, pp. 254-256, states that Chanda Sabib quictly 
Trichinopoly watching the turn of events, that Chanda Sabib fired with a desire of 
securing the Nawabship for himself, oatronched himself at Trichinopoly and prepared 
to proceed against Arcot. 

Bat tt atoment is incorrect, Chanda Sahib instead of remai quietly 
at Trichinopoly marched to join the Nawab, but on hearing the fall of the latter, he 
joined Safdar Ali at Vollore and then both the leaders proceeded to Pondicherry. 
Perhaps because of a flare up of animosity, Chanda Sahib returned to Trichinopoly. 
Besides it was fantastic for Chanda Sabib to think of capturing Arcot for himself 
whon the Marathas wore there, (Diaries, vol, 1, pp. 134-168 ), 
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Safilar Ali found the Marathas abandoned themselves to the 
excitement of plunder. Nevertheless, he opened negotiations and entered 
into a settlement by which he agreed to pay them one crore of rupees as 
the price of their evacuation of Arcot. By a secret article of the 
settlement, Safdar Ali promised to give a present of four lakhs of 
rupees to the Marathas for the suppression of the regime of Chanda 
Sahib. He also granted them permission to take possession of Tri- 
chinopoly for themselves.* In fact, the Nevayets suffered from the 
evil disposition that afflicted the Nuyaks Minaksi and Bangaru in their 
rivalry. Queen Minaksi was betrayed by Chanda Sahih and the latter 
in his turn by Safdar Ali. According to the terms, the Marathas 
evacuated Arcot and Safdar Ali crowned himself the Nawab. 


‘The Marathas were not disposed to launch a sudden attack on 
Trichinopoly. On the otherhand, they halted near Tiruvannamalai, 
quietly spending the months of October and November with the pre- 
tended motive of realising the amount due from Safdar Ali but really 
for plundering the town during ‘Kartigai', a temple festival which 
attracted lakhs of devotees. At the right moment they fell upon the 
town and took a rich booty. Equipped themselves with abundant pro- 
visions and reinforced by 10,000 horse of Murari Rao, the Maratha 
chief of Gooty, they marched on Trichinopoly in February 1741.% On 
the otherhand Chanda Sahib, in anticipation of the Maratha expedi- 
tion, sent his family away to Pondicherry for safety and posted par- 
ties at strategic places. He appealed to the French for aid,* but it did 
not evoke any response. On reaching a striking distance from Trichino- 
poly, Raghuji Bhonsle delivered an ultimatum to the Nevayet ruler 
directing him to send a handsome present, failing which to face retalia- 
tion,* Chanda Sahib, on his part, offered to pay seven lakhs of rupees, 
but warned the Marathas of his readiness to fight them unless they 
accepted the offer.’ Dissatisfied with the meagre offer and indignant 
at the warning, Raghuji Bhonsle decided to settle the issue on the 
battlefield. 


1 at Arcot, letter to Madras Council, received on 4 May, 1740, Publio 
Country Correspondence, vol. 1, p. 12. 


2 Defence of Lord Pigot { London : printed for T. Cadell in tho Strand, 1777 ), 


19 of Anand Ranga Pillai, vol. 1, pp.134-152, 
* Ibid., p. 126, 


* A report from Jinji to Madras Council, received on 21st of August 1740, 
Public Country Correspondence, vol. 1, p. 25. 


© A letter from Arcot to Madras Council, received on Sth of December 1740, 
Public Country Correspondence, vol, 1, p. 65. 
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An advanced party of the Marathas, leaving the camp at Walle- 
gandapuram, threatened Trichinopoly. The troops of Chanda Sahib led 
by his general Sesha Rao ambushed a column of the enemy and routed 
it,” Before long, the main body of the Maratha cavalry took position 
before the capital city, cutting off its communications. Thereupon, a 
large body of the Nevayet troops under Budda Sahib marched to the 
northern border for its defence. The Marathas sought to intercept the 
march of Budda Sahib, but the latter acting in co-operation with his 
brother Sadak Sahib, defeated the enemy at Dindigul. Losing no time 
the two brothers rushed towards Trichinopoly, but Raghnji Bhonsle 
intercepted their march at Manaparai. Ina fierce battle which lasted 
for nine hours the Marathas won. Budda Sahib and Sadak Sahib died 
gallantly fighting and each camp lost more than 3,000 men killed.” 
This decisive victory of the Marathas considerably helped their siege 
of Trichinopoly. Despite the formidable odds, Chanda Sahib resisted the 
onslaught for more than a mouth, after which he gave way. On the 16th 
of March 1741, the Marathas scaled the walls of the ramparts, surprised 
the exhausted garrison and took possession of the Nevayet stronghold. 
Chanda Sahib treated for peace offering to pay twelve lakhs of rupees 
for his safe departure, but the victors demanded one crore, As nothing 
turned out of the proposals, the Marathas carried away the Nevayet 
general together with his son Abid Ali as prisoner to Berar and then to 
Satara.* Raghuji Bhonsle appointed Murari Rao as the ruler at Tri- 
chinopoly. ‘This marked the end of the Nevayet regime after five years 
of its precarious existence. 


1 Arreport from Arcot to Madras Council, 26 December 1740, Public Country 
Correspondence, vol, 1, p. 89, 

2 ‘The Diaries of Ananda Ranga Pillai, vol, 1, pp. 152-159. 

8 Tho Diarios of Ananda Ranga Pillai, vol, 1, pp. 161-162, 

Mark Wilks thinks that the Marathas after ontoring into a sottlement with 
Safdar Ali quitted the Carnatic and that Chanda Sahib, unaware of the secret con- 
dition of the settlement with Safdar Ali, sold off the provisions which he stored in 
the fort, On the basis of this presumtion, he draws tho conclusion that Chanda 
Sahib after throe months’ defence, surrendered the fort due to the shortage of 
provisions. ( History of Mysore, part I, p. 187 ). 

But these findings of Wilks are disproved by the data furnished by official 
records as well as the Diaries of Ananda Ranga Pillai, In fact, the Marathes did not 
leavo the Carnatic, but encamped at Tiruvannamalai in Areot country, Due to their 
presence about 100 miles away from Trichinopoly, Chanda Sabib took all necessary 


t away his family toa place of safoty and posted troops to lay in 

invaders, ‘The defonce of tho fort of Trichinopoly lasted only for about 
month and ultimately, it was reduced to submission by escalade, (A report from 
Arcot to Madras Council, 26 December 1740, Public Country Correspondence, vol. 1, 
pp. 161-162 ). 
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‘The Maratha expedition to the Carnatic relieved the kingdom of 
Tanjore from the threat of extinction, After the evacuation of the 
Nevayets from the country, Sayaji ascended the throne but soon be was 
replaced by Pratap Singh. The invaders, eager to obtaina reward for 
their service, advanced to Tanjore and demanded the payment of one 
crore of rupees. Inexacting money, the Marathas in fact, made no 
distinction between enemies and their kinsmen, Pratap Singh, either 
because of his inability to support a refusal or because of his fear that 
they would lend their support to his rival, Sayaji, agreed to pay the 
amount and handed over his principal minister Govinda Rao as hose 
tage.’ Satisfied with this arrangement, the Marathas evacuated Tan- 
jore. On their return, they sacked Negapatam, the principal Dutch 
settlement on the coast.? Seeing the fulfilment of their mission, they 
made their way back to Maharashtra. 


8 The Maratha Administration The Maratha expedition resulted 
in the re-establishment of the Hindu rule st Trichinopoly. The over- 
throw of the Nevayets revived the fallen hopes of the Nayaks. Bangaru 
and his son Vijayakumara requested the Maratha cbiefs to recognise 
their rights to the kingdom, but in vain.’ Undeterred by the Nayak 
evdeavours, the Marathas proceeded ahead with the consolidation of 
their gains. Appaji Rao, a lieutenant of Murari Rao, established Mara- 
tha authority over Madurai, Appointed as Governor of Madurai, he 
conciliated the people. Chanda Sahib had confiscated the temple lands 
and for fear of destruction the devotees had removed the images from 
the places of worship. The Marathas, now restored the images to the 
temples and returned the possession of lands.* These measures did 
much to undo what the Nevayets unwisely did; and helped the Mara- 
thas to strengthen their hold on the country. The Maratha-interven- 
tion further, relieved the Marawar ; Kallar and Poligar chiefs from the 
pressure of the Nevayets. ‘Tondaiman, taking advantage of the turmoil 


1 Mohammad Ali, 17 July 1762, letter to Madras Council, Military Country 
Correspondence, vol. 10, p. 155. Pratap Singh sent no money to the Marathes after 
their doparture from the Carnatic, Therefore, they kept Govinda Rao as « close 
prisoner at Satara for nine years, after which the latter bribed the guard placed over 
hita and made his escape. 

2 Robert Sewell, The Historical Iaseriptions ¢f, Southern India ( Madras , 
University of Madras, 1932 ), p. 297. 

8 ‘The Telugu chronicles on the Nayaks mention that Fateh Singh summoned 
Bangicu and his sou to Trichinopoly and promived tor ingdom to them 
fon their paying thirty lakhs rapeos as war-indemnity and threo Jakbs as annual 
agrood to do so and gave it in writing (Indian Antiquary, vol. 46, 
243). Still the Mavathas did not rostors the country to him, 

4 John Hodgeson, Report on the Province of Tinnevelly, 1807 ( Tinnovelly : 
District Press, 1914), p.3, 2nd H.C. Hill, Yusuf Ahan, p. 112, 
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at Trichinopoly, reoceupied his territory of Pudukkottai, conquered by 
the Nevayets. The poligars too reasserted their independence. Murari 
Rao established cordial relations with the Marawars.! At their best, 
the Marathas maintained the status quo; as the result of which their 
rule extended no farther than the bounds of Trichinopoly and Madurai 
provinces? Kallar Naud, Ramnad and Tinnevelly continued under the 
Tule of different chieftains, It does not appear that they made any 
attempt to reduce these country-powers to submission. 


4 Fepedition of the Nizam and end of Maratha rule: An expe- 
-dition by the Nizam of Hyderabad interrupted the progressive stabilisa- 
tion of the Maratha regime at Trichinopoly. The cause of the expedi- 
tion was undoubtedly his determination to re-assert his authority over 
the subah of Trichinopoly and to reestablish his overlordship over Arcot, 
but the circumstances which helped his venture was the increasing 
dissensions among the Nevayets and the Marathas. 


‘The years that followed the defeat of Chanda Sahib constitute 
quite an ominous period in the history of the Nevayets. They lost their 
stronghold in Trichinopoly and half of their dominion, besides the ser- 
vices of an able general. ‘The exit of Chanda Sahib from the political 
scene of the Carnatic shot up the imagination of persons of less note, of 
whom the most intriguing wes Murtaza Ali, ruler of Vellore and bro- 
ther-in-law of Safdar Ali. He aimed at the usurpation of the throne of 
Arcot for himself, If the conquest of ‘Trichinopoly created the split 
among the Nevayets, paradoxically the loss of this territory widened it, 
Murtaza Ali found his chance in 1742 when Safdar Ali went to Vellore 
for attending a festival. This chief, without any hesitation, murdered 
his brother-in-law in a mid-night and proceeding to Arcot, occupied the 
throne for himself, However, the forces of the late Nawab, refusing to 
stand as idle spectators of a diabolic treachery, mutinied, expelled the 
usurper from the capital® and enthroned Seid Mohammad the infant 


1 Indian Antiquary, vol. 46, p. 243. 

2 The Madura Country Manual, ed. J,H, Nelson, ( Madras: Government 
Press, 1868 ), part 3, p. 266, 

© Mark Wilks, History of Mysore, part I, p.157-158, Murtaza Ali killed 
Safdar Ali avd bis son wheo they wore in a sound sloop in his own palace, The 
Novayots seck to exonerate him, but not on convincing grounds, They point out 
that he killed the Nawab under suspicion that the latter asked the Nizam to remove 
him from his office, They further assort that the murderer afterwards was over- 
whelmed by sorrow whon he found Safdar Ali’s letter written for the purpose of 
requesting the Nizam to confirm him in bis post, Besides, had Murtaza Ali 
repented afterwards, one is at « loss to understand why he rusbed to Arcot to crown 
himself Nawab instead of enthroning the son of Safdar Ali, His murder of both 
father and son and his proclamation as Nawab of Arcot declare that his atrocity was 
pothing but wauton, 
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son of the late Nawab with the name, Saadat-iilla Khan IT. The axsass- 
ination of Safdar Ali left the Nevayets leaderless; for the new Nawab 
only an infant. This struggle for power which weakened the 
ts strangely coincided witha similar development among 
Marathas. Peshwa Balaji Baji Rao and Raghuji Bhonsle entered into 
a keen contest for leadership which ultimately led to the victory of the 
former. This struggle so much engaged the attention of the Maratha 
powers that it left Murari Rao unsupported. ‘The Nizam, now decided to 
exploit the favourable circumstances at Arcot and ‘Irichinopoly 
to his advantage. 


Early in 1743 Asaf Jab, the Nizam, at the command of a formidable 
army of 2,00,000 foot and 80,000 horse marched unopposed to Arcot, 
re-established the Moghal authority aud confirmed Sadat-ullah Khan II 
in the Nawabship. He appointed his own nominee Khwaja Abdullah 
Khan as the guardian of the boy-Nawab. ‘This was indeed a wise 
measure, for he kept the Nevayets calm by preserving the status quo 
while he obtained the control of the administration by appointing his 
own nominee as the guardian of the Nawab. ‘The Nizam thereupon 
marched to Vellore, drove off the Marathas who bad been besieging that 
fort and marched to the south, 


In March 1743, the Nizam attacked the fort of Trichinopoly. 
Despite the overwhelming strength of the enemy, Murari Rao offered 
a heroic resistance. ‘The siege continued for six months. Eventually, 
exhausted in bis resources and disappoiuted in his expectation of getting 
succour from Poona, he agreed to a settlement. The Marathas evacuated 
the fort and the Nizam on his part paid two lakhs of rupees to Murari 
Rao, recognized his title as the ruler of Gooty and ceded to him the 
district of Penukonda, On the 20th of August 1743, the Nizam hoisted 
the flag of the imperial Mughals on the historic fort.* This victory of 
‘Asef Jah terminated the Maratha rule and re-established the Moghal 
regime in Trichinopoly. To Murari Rao it was not a total defeat, for 
he received two lakhs of rupees and obtained possession of a district; but 


1 Tuahk-+-Wallajahi, English translation, Madras, part }, p, 8% 


Robert Sewell says that the Nizam deposed Murtsza Ali and appointed 
Beid Mahammad as the Nawab, (he Historical Inscriptions of Southern India, 
p28), Infact, the mutinied troops already drove away Murtaza Ali from Arcot 
before the descent of the Nizam upon the Carnatic, Tuzuk~i-Wallajahi, p. 82) and 
(Defence of Lord Pigot, pp. 26-27 ). 
2 ‘The Diarios of Ananda Ranga Pillai, vol. 1, p. 243. 

Since the expedition of the Nitam, the Marathas made two attempt to 
recover Trichinopoly. They invaded the Carnatic in 1745 and again in 1746, but were 
beaten back, (G.8, Sardesai, A New Mistory of the Marathas, vol, 2, p, 259) 
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to the Marathas it marked the loss of a valuable territory. The Nizam 
appointed Khwaja Abdullah the Nawab of Trichinopoly. On the death 
of this Nawab in 1744, Anwar-ud-din, the general of the Nizam, assu- 
med the reins of power. He established his power at Arcot too and 
founded the Wallajah dynasty. 


‘The Maratha rule at Trichinopoly, though short lived, was full 
of far-reaching implications for the future. It marks an interlude bet- 
ween the two periods of Moghal administration of the country, for both 
the Nevayets and the Wallajahs claimed themselves as the representa: 
tives of the Moghal Empire. The Maratha intervention foiled a bold 
bid made by the Nevayets to build up their strength on the east coast. 
For a short period the Marathas gave order to the land and revived the 
fallen hopes of the Hindu powers of the far south, But their exit again 
left the country under the Moghal administration-now of the Wallajahs. 
Indirectly, it contributed to the beginning of a war of succession in the 
Carnatic and gave an opportunity for European intervention in the 
internal affairs of the land. In 1748 Chanda Sahib, obtaining release 
from the Maratha prison, re-appeared in the political scene. With French 
aid he defeated and killed Anwar-ud-din at Ambur and recovered the 
contro] of Arcot and Madurai. Mohammad Ali, son of the fallen chief, 
deprived of the possession of all his territories, took shelter in the strong 
fort of Trichinopoly. The English, frustrated in their endeavour in 
checking the rising power of the French, decided to support Mohammad 
Ali. But for the civil war in the Carnatic and the Wallajah possession 
of the fort of Trichinopoly, they found little scope for their intervention 
and the subsequent assertion of their influence. Indeed, the Maratha 
intervention at Trichinopoly and the loss of it in 1743 mark a crucial 
turn of events in favour of the English. 


